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Urban planners, civil engineers, architects, and designers 
have spent centuries searching for the blueprint of utopia 
– the ideal town. It is a centuries-long quest for the 
architectural Holy Grail and while such a blueprint is 
likely never to be found, a new architectural trend known 
as New Urbanism is claiming to have the next best thing. 
It is a fast-growing movement that has literally laid the 
foundation for the town of Las Catalinas.

�is urban design movement prioritizes 
environmentally-friendly development, walkable 
neighborhoods and a diversity of intertwining private and 
public spaces. Core elements of New Urbanism seek to 
deliver on the unful�lled promises of suburban life: 
pedestrian towns, mixed-use buildings settled into 
compact neighborhoods, harmony between private and 
communal spaces, and freedom from the stark trappings 
of a modern landscape. �ese communities are built upon 
principles of connectivity, sustainability, and quality of life, 
all packaged into what appears to be the quintessential 
neighborhood.

Charles Brewer, founder of Las Catalinas, envisioned a 
town that is transforming itself into a beacon for the New 
Urbanism movement, which is why he didn’t hesitate to 
bring architect and New Urbanism expert, Douglas 
Duany, on board. Currently a professor at the University 
of Notre Dame, Duany has been involved in urban design 
projects in more than 10 countries and continues to play a 
pivotal role in the development of the Las Catalinas 
project.

“Las Catalinas is actually at the advanced front of New 
Urbanism,” says Duany. It’s highly responsive to 
topography, incorporates narrow streets and provides 
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every house a view as well as relative privacy, all of which 
were special requests made by Charles Brewer from the 
outset of the project.

“Charles Brewer was very explicit about doing the best we 
could possibly do,” according to Duany, who embraced the 
unbridled freedom to build a utopian new urbanism 
outpost. “�ere are few developers that are willing to do 
that and that’s what makes bringing New Urbanism to 
Costa Rica so important.”

While this architectural approach may have been new to 
Costa Rica, Duany points out that the New Urbanism 
design that gave way to Las Catalinas actually took its lead 
from the blueprints of Medieval Rome. Between the 5th 
and 15th centuries, Roman settlements prioritized the 
public realm, while at the same time intermingling public 
and private spaces with a range of elements, including: 
courtyards, loggias, main squares, a tower, and small 
houses or guest quarters. Such high density and low 
impact architecture “is a very advanced system,” admits 
Duany, but it is also a system that allows for the greatest 
amount of green spaces for both environmental protection 
and personal enjoyment.

“New Urbanism is about inclusion: to create spaces where 
people can interact, where people aren’t obligated to use 
cars, where they can walk with their children, their spouses, 
their friends, and cross paths with others on the way,” says 
Jaime Rojas, director of infrastructure at Las Catalinas. 
“�at sense of inclusion is the primary goal of the New 
Urbanism movement and part of what makes Las Catalinas 
unique from any other project in the country.”
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